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From The Office
With the 2020-2021 school year quickly approaching and much uncertainty surrounding what school
will look like for Blackduck students and families, we felt it was necessary to provide a framework of
the three scenarios we could find ourselves in throughout the school year.
Regardless of which scenario our
school year starts or ends with, it
is our goal to conduct each model
with fidelity; ensuring that all of
our students make growth in the
areas of academics, the arts, and
social emotional well being.
Each of these scenarios provide
families a framework that instills
safety for students, families and
staff as well as provide structure
for consistency in instruction,
student and family expectations,
and flexibility for families and students so that all children can reach their fullest potential during
these uncertain times.
Though there are challenges ahead, and much uncertainty in the future, Blackduck School is
dedicated to providing consistency in education and family support.
Mark Lundin
Superintendent

● Cloth face coverings may prevent the person wearing the
mask from spreading respiratory droplets when breathing,
talking,sneezing or coughing.
● The use of face coverings will be required by all persons in
Blackduck Public School buildings and on buses, unless a
certified medical exemption form is completed and provided
to the district.
● Face coverings can be removed only at meal times, or while outdoors when social distancing can
be practiced.
● For those with a certified medical exemption, additional precautions may be used, including the
use of an alternative shield or barrier.
● A medical exemption form is required for all face covering exemptions requests, and must
include certification by a physician.
● Face coverings should comply with the Minnesota Department of Health guidelines, covering the
nose and mouth and fitting snugly against the sides of the face.
● Cloth face coverings should be washed frequently, and disposable coverings should be used only
once.
● All visitors are required to wear a mask once they enter the building.

● Parents will be responsible for reporting daily to the school the presence of any symptoms in
students, or possible COVID-19 exposure. Quarantine requirements as outlined by the Minnesota
Department of Health must be followed. Minnesota Department of Health
● Students will be asked if they are experiencing any symptoms at the start of each school day and
will be reminded of what symptoms to report to an adult at school if they begin to feel ill.
● Any student or staff member who experiences symptoms of COVID-19 will be sent home and
must comply with quarantine requirements as outlined by the Minnesota Department of Health
and Blackduck Public School policy guidelines.
● COVID-19 Symptoms Include:
○ Fever of 100.4 F or greater or chills
○ Cough
○ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
○ Fatigue Muscle or body aches
○ Headache
○ New loss of taste or smell
○ Sore throat
○ Congestion or runny nose
○ Nausea or vomiting
○ Diarrhea
● Minor complaints and simple injuries will be addressed in the classroom to reduce possible
transmission of COVID-19.
● Additional information regarding reporting and quarantine requirements will be provided once
finalized in coordination with the state and local health departments.

● Only students and staff should be present inside school buildings.
● Visitors will be limited to only accessing the main entrance / office area.
● While indoors, face coverings are required.
● All persons entering the building will be required to verify they are free of COVID-19 symptoms.
● Any communication / engagement that can be conducted outside (weather permitting), through
electronic communication or phone, should be done, to limit the number of individuals inside the
school building.

● In compliance with the Minnesota Department of Education guidelines,school buses and school
transportation vehicles are to carry students at 50 percent of full capacity.
● All Students and drivers will wear a mask while in school vehicles.
● Students will fill the vehicle starting from the back and fill to the front.
● Students are only allowed to share a seat if they are from the same household.
● Parents/Guardians of students eligible for bus transportation services should indicate if they
plan to use the service, so they may be assigned to a route.

● Lockers will be spaced as much as possible.
● All non-essential furniture is being removed from the classroom to allow for greater social
distancing. Students will have assigned seats, facing the same direction.
● We encourage students to bring their own labeled water bottle as drinking fountains will only be
used to refill a water bottle.

● Cleaning and sanitization will follow CDC guidelines, including frequent cleaning of high touch
points. Thorough cleaning will occur each evening.
● EPA-approved disinfecting products will be used to disinfect hard surfaces throughout the day
and after school.
● Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms and in common areas of the buildings.
● Blackduck School will be reinforcing frequent hand washing by students and staff.
● Reminders for proper hand washing, social distancing and the use of face coverings will be
posted throughout the school.

Scenario 1: In-Person Learning
● Students attend school, following additional safety precautions, including face coverings as
mandated by state officials.
● Students would attend school with normal hours and classroom settings.
● Families would continue to have the option of distance learning for the academic school year.
○ Families will have the option of choosing distance learning on a quarterly basis.

Scenario 2: Hybrid Learning
● Students attend school with a modified schedule.
● School work is completed through an in-person and distance learning platform.
● Students’ schedules limit the amount of students moving throughout the building during the day.
● Families would continue to have the option of distance learning for the academic school year.
○ Families will have the option of choosing distance learning on a quarterly basis.
● Daily attendance will be required.
● Hybrid Schedule can be found on the next page.

Scenario 3: Distance Learning
● All academic work is completed at home.
● Instruction is taught by a Blackduck Public School teacher.
● Instruction would follow the same schedule as the Hybrid Learning schedule.
● On a daily basis, students can expect 3-4 hours of instruction, learning activities, daily interaction
with teachers, and grades / assessments would count toward an overall grade.
● Daily attendance will be required.

Preschool
3 Year old: Registrations are being taken, please contact Ryan Grow 835-5206.
4/5 year old: Group A - Tuesday, Thursday 8:10 - 4:00
Group B - Wednesday, Friday 8:10 - 4:00
Students attending the preschool program will not be required to wear face coverings. Teachers will be
required to wear face coverings, though a clear shield will be used so students are able to see the teacher’s
face.

Kindergarten - 6th Grade Hybrid Scenario 1: In-Person Learning
Due to the district's attempts to keep the lower elementary classes split, students in Kindergarten through
sixth grade will attend school Tuesday - Friday from 8:10 - 4:00.
Additional safety measures will be taken:
● Specials including music, library, band and PE will be conducted in areas to allow safe social
distancing.
● Teachers are encouraged to take kids outside when they are able.

Kindergarten - 6th Grade Hybrid Scenario 2 Learning
Students will be split up into two groups: Group A and Group B
Group A: In-person learning on Tuesday, Thursday 8:10 - 4:00 Distance learning on Wednesday, Friday
Group B: In-person learning on Wednesday, Friday 8:10 - 4:00 Distance learning on Tuesday, Thursday

7th-12th Grade Hybrid Learning
Our intentions with this model would be to allow for a seamless transition into a Distance Learning Model
should we need to.
Group A: In-person learning on Tuesday, Thursday 8:20 - 4:00 Distance learning on Wednesday, Friday
Group B: In-person learning on Wednesday, Friday 8:20 - 4:00 Distance learning on Tuesday, Thursday

MSHSL Guidance
Blackduck Public School will rely on and implement guidance from the Minnesota State High School
League to safely hold extra-curricular practices, competitions and events.
Minnesota State High School League

Field Trips
All field trips will temporarily be suspended until further notice.

Clubs and Activities

Assuming school is able to resume in an in person or hybrid learning environment, clubs and activities
may take place with physical distancing and safety measures in place.

Families can expect that throughout the school year the scenario Blackduck Public School will be in will
be dependent on the health situation in our county. It is our hope that through these transitions, students
and families are able to maintain a high level of support. Clear communication and thoughtful and
organized planning from the school and families will make these transitions smoother. Regardless of the
scenario our focus will continue to be revolved around the following core areas:
Transitional Supports
Blackduck staff will focus on transitions that occur daily and throughout the school year. Welcoming
practices, on-going support and proactive transition support for students, family and staff. All practices
increase a sense of belonging and teacher-student relationships.

Community Partnership
Focus on recruiting and collaborating with a wide range of community and county resources. Special
attention is give to:
● Establishing mechanisms for outreach and collaboration.
● Weaving together school and community / county resources as one.

Specialized Services For Students and Families
Focus on ensuring the needs are met of every student and family
● Referral to services
● Provide support as soon as a need is recognized
● Monitor and manage the support
● Evaluate the outcomes

Crisis Prevention and Response
Blackduck staff will focus on identifying what can be prevented and taking effective action, establishing
best practices for school-wide prevention strategies, and developing and implementing a
well-designed system for crisis response and follow up.

Programming and Services
Special Education and related services are based on individual student needs as determined by the
individual education program (IEP) team and as documented in the IEP or 504 plan

Environments
Access to education will be reconfigured to meet physical distancing guidance while meeting the needs
of individual students.

Case Loads
Staff schedules may be redesigned to provide access to individualized learning to meet IEP and 504
plans.

Communication
Ongoing and systematic communication from school to staff and families will remain a high priority
throughout the three scenarios.

New information will be coming out as we get closer to the start of the
school year. Changes and modifications may need to be made to the plan
as situations, experience, and challenges arise. We thank you for your
continued trust and support as we navigate these interesting times.
Throughout history and into the future, Blackduck Public School will
continue to put children and families first.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact Blackduck Public
School at 835-5200.

